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Children’s Scrutiny Panel 

Held in person in The Salford Suite, Salford Civic Centre, Chorley Road, Swinton, M27 

5DA. 

Wednesday, 12th October 2022 

Meeting commenced: 6.30pm 

Meeting ended: 7.35pm 
 

Present:  
 

Councillors:   Councillor Adrian Brocklehurst (Chair) 

Joshua Brooks, Adam Kealey, Lewis Nelson, Michael Pevitt, Neil Reynolds and Wade 
 

Co-opted Members:  Judith Elderkin 

 
Officer/s Present: 

Zoe Fearon – Assistant Director Children Social Care 

Iolanda Puzio – City Solicitor 
Cathy Starbuck – Assistant Director Education, Work and Skills 
Rebekah Tucker - Head of Service Integrated Cared For Children’s Services 

Christine Wood – Democratic Services (Democratic Services Officer) 

Members of the public: 

None 

1. Welcome and Apologies for Absence 

 Everyone was welcomed to the meeting. 

 Apologies were received from Councillors Ari Leitner, Margaret Morris, Teresa Pepper, 

and Alex Warren and from officers Charlotte Ramsden, Becky Bibby, Debbie 
Blackburn, Zoe Brown, Reverend Keith Archer, Jacqui Morrissey,  

2.  Declarations of interest 

 Councillors Brocklehurst, Reynolds, Wade and Kealey declared an interest in agenda 

item 4 (Members of the Community Parenting Panel). 

 Councillor Kealey declared an interest in agenda item 5 (Training to be a teacher). 

3. Minutes of the previous meeting held on Wednesday, 14th September 2022 
 

Resolved:  That, the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 14th September 2022  

be approved as a true and correct record. 

4. Matters arising from the minutes 

 Councillor Nelson advised that Councillor Rowland is not a member of the Children’s 

Scrutiny Panel.  Iolanda Puzio, City Solicitor advised that Councillor Rowland is a 
Member of the Children’s Scrutiny Panel and referred to the minutes of Council on 18th 

May 2022 when this had been agreed.  Iolanda also advised of the process if 
Councillor Rowland wishes to be removed as a member of the panel. 

 Councillor Nelson advised that the Participation Strategy had not been received*. 
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 *A copy of the Participation Strategy was forward to all Children’s Scrutiny Panel 
Members on 15th September 2022 and following Councillor Nelson’s comments re-

forwarded on 20th October 2022. 

  5. Community Parenting Board Annual Report 

 Rebekah Tucker presented the Community Parenting Board Annual Report 2022 which 

outlined the visions, priorities and values of the Board.  Rebekah advised that the six 
key priorities of the Community Parenting Board for our Care For Children, Young 

People and Care leavers are as follows: 
o Your voice 
o Your next steps 

o Your home 
o Your health 

o Your relationships and personal resilience 
o Your happiness 

 Rebekah further advised of the involvement of the Fight For Change Council in the 

young person led Community Parenting Board (previously the Corporate Parenting 
Panel) for a number of years.   

 Also included in the report was a copy of the new terms of reference of the Board, 
National Corporate Parenting Principles and the proposed Community Parenting Board 

and Governance Structure.  Details of highlights and challenges were also included in 
the report.   

 Rebekah stressed that ‘Cared for Children’ are the responsibility of us all/all 

Directorates which is underpinned by the Corporate Parenting Strategy which would 
end this year and would be replaced by a revised strategy for the next three years.   

 
The Chair invited questions and comments from members and the following was raised: 

 Several members of the panel complimented and congratulated on the excellent 

report.   

 A panel member commented of the rise in children in care or leaving care being 

involved with the youth justice system and enquired around what action was being 
taken to reduce the numbers.  The panel was advised that this issue could be 

addressed in the Corporate Parenting Strategy. 

 A panel member referred the link to social housing to ensure social housing is 

provided to young people leaving care.  The panel was advised of work taking place 
within GM to address housing issues for care leavers. 

 A panel member referred to the anxiety of some cared for children/teenagers in the 

years preceding leaving care and spoke of the need for better training for teachers to 
assist in supporting young people in this situation.   

 A panel member requested that the Children’s Scrutiny Panel be made aware of the 
outcome of the Fostering Review.  Zoe Fearon advised that an overview of proposals 
from the Fostering Review would be reported to the Children’s Scrutiny Panel at a 

future meeting.   

 The panel expressed thanks and again congratulated on the excellent report. 

Resolved:  That, the the Children’s Scrutiny Panel recommend approval of the Annual 

Report to the Community Parenting Board. 

6. Secondary School Improvement – Partnership Working with Multi Academy 

Trusts (Spotlight Review – Part 1) 

 Cathy Starbuck presented a report advising of a proposed review and process to be 
undertaken by the Children’s Scrutiny Panel to gain an overview of the strategic 
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approaches that are being taken by the MATs and the Local Authority to raise 
attainment levels in our secondary schools in order to ensure our children and young 

people are being given the best opportunities to achieve. 

 Cathy explained that the review is keen to understand how, working in partnership with 
multi academy trusts, the Local Authority and its wider partners can add most value to 

support children and young people’s outcomes. 

 Attached to the report was a suggested scoping document to be considered by the 

Children’s Scrutiny Panel which aimed to set out an efficient process with clear aims. 

 Nominations were sought for the group to undertake the review.   

 The Panel was advised that these nominees would need to be able to commit to at 
least 5 two hours session to work on the review and be able to work with key Council 
Officers to synthesise the information gathered following discussions with education 

leaders to produce a final report which will be presented to the panel. 

 It was stressed to the panel that currently, there was no administrative support 

available to support the review within Democratic/Committee Services or Children’s 
Services. 

 A panel member referred to a previous review in which administrative support was 

provided to record and collate information and questioned the validity and priority of the 
review without administrative support. 

 A panel member suggested that the review be delayed until such time that 
administrative support could be accessed to support the review. 

 It was suggested that a Sub Group meeting of the panel be convened to consider the 
issue.  It was acknowledged that the findings of the sub group may be to postpone the 

review until administrative support can be accessed. 

 Cathy advised that Councillor Pepper had expressed interest and volunteered to 
support the review. 

 The following panel members also expressed an interest in supporting the review – 
Brooks, Nelson, Pevitt, Kealey. 

Resolved: That:  

1. The Children’s Scrutiny Panel approve the proposed process subject to future 
amendments; and 

2. A Task and Finish Group to be established to meet prior to the next meeting of the 
Children’s Scrutiny Panel to consider the scoping document/lack of administrative 

support; and 
3. To report the findings and proposals of the Task and Finish Group to the next 

meeting of the Children’s Scrutiny Panel. 

4. the report be noted. 
 

7. Children’s Scrutiny Panel Membership and Work Programme 2022/23 

 The panel considered the CSP Work Programme 2022/23. 

 Councillor Kealey advised that his church would be willing to nominate a member to be 

a church representative on the panel and sought advice around the process. 

 Councillor Nelson advised that he was aware of a nominee to Members of the Panel 
from the Catholic Diocese. 

 Iolanda Puzio requested details of proposed members advising that she would 
investigate the process. 

 A panel member suggested that a report around the Fostering Review outcome be 
included on the work programme when appropriate. 

 A panel member suggested that the Youth Service report be included on the work 
programme when appropriate. 
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Resolved: That: The panel note the work programme.  

8. Any Other Business 

A panel member referred to the confusion around membership of the panel and that 
Councillor Wade had not received the agenda and details for the meeting. 

 

Resolved: That In relation to Panel Members who consistently failed to attend meetings, 

group leaders contact those Members to highlight the issue. 
 

9. Date, time and venue for next meeting 

Wednesday, 9th November 2022 at 6pm, Salford Suite, Salford Civic Centre.  Members 
must attend in person. 

 


